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Public Law for the Public’s Lawyers
Fall 2020 Civil Law (Short Session)

Before we geft starfed!

We want to take a moment to thank our colleagues at
the Legislative Analysis Division and Legislative Drafting
Division whose contributions in the form of bill
summaries were used exclusively to prepare the
content found in each slide.

THANK YOU!

S.L. 2020-18 (SB315) North Carolina
Farm Act of 2019-20.

October 1, ufility companies are required fo dispose of cerfain
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S.L. 2020-18 (SB315) North Carolina
Farm Act of 2019-20.

Effective D mber 1, prohibits the passing of self- pelled farm
equipment by vehicles proceeding in the same direction when th
farm equipment is making a left turn or signaling that it intends to
make a left tu

Expands outdoor advertising near highway rights-of-way for bona
fide farm property by increasing the size of the sign allowed.
broadening the area where the sign can be placed, allowing all
bona fide farms to place signs, and allowing the sign to stand year-
round.

S.L. 2020-18 (SB315) North Carolina
Farm Act of 2019-20.

» Allows the Commissioner of Agriculture to register, licen:
protect a trademark for the sale and promotion of North Carolina
Sw tatoes and to collect a reasonable royalty or license fee for
use of the mark.

Provides that all information that is collected by soil and water
conservation districts from farm owners, animal owners, agricultural
producers or owners of agriculturalland that is confidential under
federal or State law must be held confidential by the soil and water
conservation districts.

S.L. 2020-21 (HB1157) Abolish
Coroner in Various Counties.

» Abolishes the office of coronerin Avery, Bladen, Hoke, Montgomery, and
dany ¢ a

ounti roner din the 2018 or 2020
tion would the remainder of the coroner's term.

cal doctors as count:
he office of coronerin several counties

In 1967, the General Assembly enacted S.L. 1967-1154 which established
State Office of Chief Medical Examiner to provide for a Statewide




S.L. 2020-40 (HB307) Mod. Utility
Vehicle Classificatio

» Effective October 1,
amends the motor
vehicle laws to create a
definition for a modified
utility vehicle, sefs the
registration fee, and
allows for the operation
of a modified utility
vehicle on roadways with
certain restrictions.

S.L. 2020-40 (HB307) Mod. Utility
Vehicle Classification.

» Defines a modified utility vehicle as a passenger vehicle, for the
purposes of motor vehicle laws, as a motor vehicle that:

» Is manufactured for off-road use with equipment requi
G.S. 20-121.1(2), except a vehicle identification number.

» Has four wheels, an engine displacement greater than 2,400
cul entimeters, an overall length of 142 inches or
an overall width of 58 inches or grt
70 inches or greater, a maximum speed capability of 40 mil
per hour or greater, and does not require an operator or
passenger to straddle a seat.

» Does not include all-terrain vehicles, golf cars, utility vehicles
riding lawn mower.

S.L. 2020-40 (HB307) Mod. Utility
Vehicle Classification.

dified utility vehicle! be equipped with certain Y
lar to that of a low-speed vehi ini-truck. If a modified utiity
icle does not have a VIN, the

pplication.

interest of safety.
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S.L. 2020-40 (HB307) Mod. Utility
Vehicle Classification.

» Fiat Chrysler (maker of Jeep)
sued Mahindra (maker of
Roxor) alleging i
infingement. Tl
Mahindra was bar
International Trade
Commission from selling the
Roxor in the US.

As a result, Mahindra has
reworked the front end to
avoi esemblance to the
iconic Jeep Wrangler.

S.L. 2020-46 (HB679) Rules of Civ
Procedure/E-Filing and Service.

ground: Chapter 1A of the General Statute: ts forth the Rules of Civil
ure. Rule 3 of the Rules of Civil Procedure governs the commencement of civil
actions. Rule 5 of the Rules of Civil Procedure governs service and filing of pleadings

five October 1, Rule 3 of the Rules of Civil Procedure is amended fo allow
electronic filing made in accordance with Rule 5 of the General Rules of Prc ce for
the Superior and District Courts, if electronic filing is available in the county of filing.

Rule 5 of the Rules of Civil Procedure is amended fo allow service by email and
through the court's electronic filing system.

may be made to a party's attorney of record by err
record with the rtin the cas d upon a party by email if the party has
nted to r ve email service in the case at a particular email addr

S.L. 2020-51 (HB455) Amend Variou
Motor Vehicle Laws.

» Delays the implementation from 2021 to 2025 for when a new motor vet
dealer must display a loaner dealer plate on a vehicle being loaned to a service
customer under certain circumstances.

» Creates a time extension of 7 months for the implementation of new dealer data
protection laws enacted in 2019.

» Allows a motor vehicle dealer, when a certificate of title is unavailable, to
itle to a vehicle currently titled out-of-state fo another. The dealer must
ertify to DMV that the title was unavailable, but that if the title bsequently
ed or found by the dealer, it willbe submitted to DMV.




S.L. 2020-52 (HB920) Condominium
Association Changes

» Amends Article 2 of Chapter 47C of the General Statutes (the North
Slina Condominium Act) in the following manner:

ies what must be contained in an architect/engineer's
certification of what the condominium plat/plan depicts, andin a
professionalland surveyor's cerfification of the statutory
requi s that have been met by the plat.
Amends the statutory requirements for the contents of a
condominium declaration.

Limits the time within which any development or declarant rights
must rcisedif not specifiedin the d ation.

‘mifs the time limit for exercising any development or declarant
t et forth in the declaration, fo be extended for a period of
than 10 years by consent of owners of units to which af
e allocated.

S.L. 2020-52 (HB920) Condominium
Association Changes

uction of statutory provision
establishment of a condominiumin favor of its validity.

Specifies purposes for which the executive board may propose a
ive amendment to the declaration and provide that upon
ecordation in the office of the register of deeds for the county
where the condominiumis located, any such correction relate:
back to and is effective as of the date the declaration was originally
recorded.

Provides a procedure for judicial reformation of a declaration to
correct certain ambiguities, errors, inconsistencies in condominium
instrument requiring any collateral action challeng a

g reformation to be brought within one y;ar of the

S.L. 2020-52 (HB920) Condominium
Association Changes.

Amends provisions governing encroc

Provides that when a declarant's failure fo substantially comply wi
Condominium Act in establishing a condominium

to the validity of the documents e
n within four y f their

Conforms provisionsin the Condominium Act fo corr
in the Planned Community Act relating
members and officers, meeting notice and quorum requirements, and
it for common expenses caused by a unit
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2020-60 (HB736) Elective Share-
Joint Accounts.

» Changes the calculation of the amount of property subject to a surviving
spouse'’s elective share as follows:

» Treats property held by a deceased spouse and surviving spouse as joint
tenants with right of survivorship the same as property held by other persons.

» Treats all property held as joint tenants with right of survivorship as owned by
the decedent only to the extent of the decedent's pro rata share of property.
Contributions are presumed fo equal the share owned. The presumption can
be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence.

» Imposes a new $200 fee for filing a claim for an elective share.

S.L. 2020-60 (HB736) Elective Share-
Joint Accounts.

» Article 1A of Chapter 30 of the:
General Statutesrequires that a
i entage of a
married person's assets
e surviving spouse,

10/20/2020

called an "elective share." Length of Marri: Elective Share Amount

Less than 5 years 15% of Total Net Asscts

The surviving spouse can elect to 510 years 23% of Total Net Assets

receive the elective share even if 10-15 years 33% of Total Net Assets

the willand contract rights (e.g.,

15 or more years $0% of Total Net Assets
bank a unts, brokerage

accounts, insurance) provide
otherwise. A surviving spouse
entitled to a percentage of the
deceased spouse's assets based
on the length of the marri ;

S.L. 2020-60 (HB736) Elective Share-
Joint Accounts.

The follov able summal he prior and current law:

Prior Law. Current Law
Type of Decedent's Ownership for
Elective Share Elective Share

Tenancy by the Entirety 50% 50%
No Rebuttal No Rebuttal (unchanged)

Joint Tenant with Right of 50% Treated same as Joint Tenant
Survivorship with Spouse No Rebuttal with Right of Survivorship with
Others

Joint Tenant with Right of Presumption: Presumption: Ownership% &
Survivorship with Others inci and convincir

idence. If you rebut, then evidence If you rebut, then
Decedent'sconfributionplus pro | Decedent'spro rata share
rata share of remainder (not attibutable fo their contribution
attibutableto otherjoint
fenant's contributions)
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020-65 (HB32)Collaborative Law. 17

mmended by the General Statutes Commission and is a modified version
of the Uniform Collaborative Law Act as approved in 2009, and amended in
2010, by the Uniform Law Commission.

Collaborative law is a voluntary alternative dispute resolution process in which
parties make a good faith effort to resolve their dispute without th
of a court or other tribunal. In 2003, the General Assembly authorized
collaborative law procedures for the resolution of divorce and family law
disputes as set forth in Article 4 of Chapter 50 of the General Statutes, G.S. 50-70
through 50-79.
» Collaborative law procedures for family law disputes remain unchanged, but
xtends the availability of collaborative law to other areas of the law, be o}
amily law matters.

S.L. 2020-65 (HB32)Collaborative Law.

» Effective October 1, S.L. 2020-65 establishes a statutory framework for the
llaborative law process, with the following features:
a lawyer to provide specified information to a client to assure that
1t makes an informed decision as fo whether fo enterinto the
law process.

Establishes minimum requirements for a collaborative law participation
agreement.

when a collaborative law process begins and ends.

Provides that the filing of a notice of a collaborative law proces:
f any pending proceeding and precludes a court or other
i he proceeding without giving the collaborative lawyer
opportunity to be hear

S.L. 2020-65 (HB32)Collaborative Law.

preserve the status quo.

s a collaborative lawyer and a lawyerin an associated law firm
pearing before a court or other tribunal in a proceedi elated fo
llaborative matter, subject to certain exceptions.
urages candor by the parties by providing for the confi ality of
@ i w communications and privileges against their disclosure in
later legal proceedings.




S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery
Device/PDD/Delivery Robofs.

#R7T

S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery
Device/PDD/Delivery Robof:

> F’er;oncﬂ deliven i or delivery robots, are elec

defir T\on ofa mofor vehlds- cnd could [lels \ego\ly be op: rcfed on h\ghway
to be operated on highways are required to be registered
e also prohibited from operating on sidewalks.

Nomh Carolina is subject to pedestrian-control a 7d traffic
als are not in place, vehicles mudy\ d
ing highwaysin marked cross
s. Outside of Vhosp areas, ped 'c are required to yield the
Il rivers of vehicles on 1

S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery
Device/PDD/Delivery Robofts

es the operation of personal delivery devices by businesses in pe

nd on portions of highwaysin North Carolina.
The Personal delivery device is required to operate as a pedestrian, h all rights
and duties of a pedestrian, subject to additional requirements and restrictions

10/20/2020




10/20/2020

S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery
Device/PDD/Delivery Robofs.

» Operation requirements for personal delivery devices. Whether in a pedestrian
area or on a highway, the device must be monitored by an operator (an agent
of the business who is 16 or older) who is able to exercise remote control ovel
the device. The device is required to do all of the following

» Obey dll traffic control devices.

» Yield to all human pedestrians.

» Not unreasonably interfere with vehicles or pedestrians.
» Not fransport hazardous materials regulated under federal law.

» If operated in a pedestrian area, the device is not allowed to travel faster than
10 miles per hour.

S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery 2
Device/PDD/DeIivery Robots.

hway except fo cross the highway or along
> is no sidewalk available fo travel. When operating along a
nust:

e to the right edge a p r\b\emr ion of
menHor pedestrians walking along highway to

Id fo all vehicles.

» Not travelfaster than 20 miles per hour.
» Not operate o way with a speed imit greater than 35 miles per hour
> Adeviceis required fo be equipped with all of the following:

> A mmker with the name and contact information of the owner and an identification
er.

tem that allows the device to come to a controlled stop.

erated at night, lighting equipment on the front and rear of the de

S.L. 2020-73 (SB739) Personal Delivery 2/
Device/PDD/Delivery Robofs.

» For the first two years after the act is effective, local governments are authorized
to adopt ordinances to regulate the time and place of i
but may not prohibit their use. After the first two years, th
i es prohibiting use of personal delivery dm\cp~ i
y ordinance regulating time and place
years willremain in effect unless the local government

Any business that operates a personal delivery devic
liability insurance covering at least $100,000 per claim for damages arisir
operation of the device.

ss entities are required fo register personal delivery devices with the
es. To register a device, a business entity must pay a one-
f $250 per personal delivery device.
V\o\cw m of vh» operating and equnpmem requwemem« al n infraction,
to $100. A violation of the insurance requirement is a
punishable by a fine up to $1,000.




S.L. 2020-85 (HB471) Exempt Direct
Primary Care from DOI Regs.

» Clarifies that medical direct primary care agreements are not subject to ?h@
provisions of Chapter 58 (Insurance) and establishes standards for
ct primary care cgreﬁ-mﬁ-nfs Medical direct primary care agreemen
e

nt pcys [e] momhly or onnual fee to a primary care pro
or mosf primary care serwcP' ThP patient may need duri g th
icaland laboratory services. Curren \, 32
have laws on dnecf primary care.

S.L. 2020-85 (HB471) Exempt Direct
Primary Care from DOI Regs.

> Deﬁr the terms "medical direct primary care," "primary care provider," and
nnmory -are service." It also clarifies that medical direct primary care
s are not insurance and are not subject to the provisions of Chapter
58

Requires that medical direct primary care agreements do all of the following:
» Be in writing.
ed by the parties to the agreement.
»> Allow ei her party to terminate the agreement with written notice to the
rty.

S.L. 2020-87 (HB1053) PED/Military OL
& Audiology Inferstate Compct.

» Impl ommendations from the Program Evaluation Division regarding
i e the occupational licensing process for military-trained
military spouses; and makes North Carolina a member of the
ict for Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology.

Requires an occupational licensing or State agency licensing board to issue a
I e, certification, or registration no later than 15 days t military - frain
nt or military spouse that has satisfied the
shortens the time period for a board to provide notice to an applicant from 30
days to 15 days if that applicant's training or experience does not ;on / th
nts for licensure, or if a pending complaint in another juri:
ounds for denial of licensure in this State exists.

ard is also required no later than 15 days, to ‘\;sue a
mwho is licensed, certif

10/20/2020
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S.L. 2020-87 (HB1053) PED/Military O
& Audiology Inferstate Compct.

censure provisions for military-trained cpphcqu [elgle] rmmor\,
le to occupational licensing boards to inclu ate
s to maintain consistency with definitional cl «'m\;er ma urvder

Requires boar nd the Secretary of the Department of Military und Veteran
Affairs to publish certain information on theirrespective w

veter nd military spouses and require boards to subn

year, relevant data related to the numbers of applicants, number of licenses
granted, and reasons for denial as it permw to military-trained individuals and
military spou: in an annual report fo various governmental entiti

S.L. 2020-87 (HB1053) PED/Military O
& Audiology Inferstate Compct.

s a new Article to Chapter 90 of the General Statutes to implement the
\Mer ate Compact for Audiology and Speech Pathology with the goal of
g public access to audiology and speech-language pathology

> a [e] C in the state
the patient/client/student is located at the time of the
client/student encounter. The Compact seeks to preserve the regulatory
author y of stc to protect public health and safety through the current
system of state licensure.
Becomes effective when at least 10 states have enacted the Interstate
Compact for Audiology and Speech Pathology.

33

Public Law for the Public’'s Lawyers
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S.L. 2020-3 (SB704) COVID-19
Recovery Act.

COVID-19 pandemic, the North Carolina G al Assembly
sed it's aftention to pandernr elated issues at th
ommencement of the short-session.

Inresponse to the new public health dangers resulting from the COVID-
19 pandemic, House rules were modified under HR 1044 to allow
committee work to be conducted remotely and to allow votes to be

cast for members not physically present by designating either the:

Majority or the Minority Leader to cast the member’s vote if cerfain

requirements met.

The Speaker of the House created and served as Chair fo the House
Committee on COVID-19 and assigned membe in
g groups. The Speaker also served as Ex Officio Member to eac

S.L. 2020-3 was the product of those working groups.

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE OX COVID-19

WORKING GROUPS.

S.L. 2020-3(SB704) N 35
COVID-19 Recovery
Act.

Hammes
BE
G

2020-3/Part | Economic Suppor

» Background

House Select COVID-19 Committee — Economic Support Working Group

10/20/2020
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https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseSelect/199#Economic%20Support%20Working%20Group

10/20/2020

S.L. 2020-3/Part |, Section 1.1 Waive Accrual of Interest on Y.
Deferred Payment of Corporate Income and Franchise

Tax and Individual Income Tax and Extend Certain Tax

Related Deadlines

» Waived the accrual of interest on individualincome tax and corporate
income and franchise tax refurns due on or before April 15, 2020, from
April 15 until July 15.

» The relief applied to partnership and estate and trust tax returns, as well
as estimated tax payments for 2020 due on or before April 15, 2020. It
also extended certain tax-related deadlines.

S.L. 2020-3/Part |, Section. 1.2 Flexibility to Administer 38
Unemployment Compensation and SUTA Tax Credit

» Authorized unemployment insurance benefits (Ul) for employees
affected by the coronavirus emergency due to the employer
temporarily ceasing operations or reducing hours or the employee
being diagnosed with coronavirus or being quarantined by a
health care provider or government official.

» Granted employers a credit equal fo the employer's first quarter Ul
tax due, effectively eliminating Ul tax for the first quarter of 2020.

S.L. 2020-3/Part |, Sections 1.3 and 1.4 Unemployment
Insurance Oversight Committee Recommendations

» Enacted three recommendations of the Joint Legislative Oversight
Committee on Unemployment Insurance:

» Allowed an unemploymentinsurance (Ul) claimant to satisfy a
work search contact by aftfending a reemployment activity
offered by a local career center.

» Allowed an employer to file a Ul claim for an employee (i.e.,
attached claim) for unemployment due directly to a disaster
covered by a federal disaster declaration.

» Clarified that liens for Ul taxes have the same priority as other
State tax liens.

13



S.L. 2020-3/Part Il Education

» Background:

House Select COVID-19 Committee — Education Working Group

41

Public Law for the Public’'s Lawyers
Fall 2020 COVID-19 Update/S.L.
2020-3/Part lll Health

AMY JO JOHNSON

NG DIVIS
GENERA

S.L. 2020-3/Part Il Health

» Background:

House Select COVID-19 Committee — Health Care Working Group

House Bill 1037:

10/20/2020

14


https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseSelect/199#Education%20Working%20Group
https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseSelect/199#Health%20Care%20Working%20Group
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2019/Bills/House/PDF/H1037v2.pdf

10/20/2020

S.L. 2020-3/Part lll, Section 3C.1 State Plan for a
Strategic State Stockpile of Personal Protective
Equipment and Testing Supplies for Public Health
Emergencies

» Di d il ivision of Public Health (DPH) and the Division o
(DHSR) witt he Department of Health and Human Serv
I

Department of Public

» Reportha en rec by the Joil islative Oversi
Human Services and the Joint ommittee on Justi

S.L. 2020-3/Part lll, Section 3D.6 Pandemic Health
Care Workforce Study

» North Carolina Area Health Education Center (NC AHEC) to study
ct health care delivery and the healthcare working forc

» Due fo the House Select Committee on COVID-19, Health Care Working Group,
on or before November 15, 2020.

S.L. 2020-3/Part lll, Section 3D.3 Authorization Process 45
for Immunizing Pharmacits to Administer COVID-19
Immunizations/Vaccinations

ition the State Health Directol
a COVID-19 vc e
C at a time when the General As:
|

djournment of th t regular session of the General Asser
he State Health Director to develop a standard screel

» The State Health Director and any pharmacists administering COVID-19
pursuant to the Director rare immune from civil and criminal liability.

15


https://www.ncleg.gov/documentsites/committees/JLOCHHS/Reports%20to%20JLOC-HHS/Reports%20Received%20FY%202020-21/SL%202020-3%203C.1%20Phttps:/www.ncleg.gov/documentsites/committees/JLOCHHS/Reports%20to%20JLOC-HHS/Reports%20Received%20FY%202020-21/SL%202020-3%203C.1%20PPE%20Stockpile%20Plan.pdfPE%20Stockpile%20Plan.pdf

S.L. 2020-3/Part lll, Section 3E.2 Temporary Waiver of 46
3-Year Fingerprinting Requirement/Childcare
Providers/Adoptions/Foster Care

that all child care pro: complete a fi rprin

e Department must continue performing name-based background
loyees seeking employment in f

| background checl
and adults worki

ffective May 4, 2020, and expi
whicheveris earlier.

2020-3/Part I, Section 3E.4 Temporary Waiver of
72-Hour Preservice Training Requirement/Child
Welfare Staff
» Temporarily waives the 72-hour requirement of p
elfare services staff assume direct client contact respons

» Authorizes the of web-based training in meeting

e May 4, 2020, and expires 60 days after E.O. 116 is
rescinded or December 31, 2020, whichever is earlier.

Public Law for the Public’s Lowy4e8rs
Fall 2020 COVID-19 Update/S.L.
2020-3/Part IV Confinuity of State
Government/Regulatory Relief

10/20/2020
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S.L. 2020-3/Part IV Continuity
of State Government/Regulatory Relief

» House Select Committee on COVID-19 — Continuity of State
Operations Working Group (Emergency Services, Elections & Public
Safety)

S.L. 2020-3/Part 1V, Section 4.1
Emergency Video Notarization

Section 4.1 of S
th CINET

e oath of
authorized adn g the oath using videoc ce technolog

pired August 1, 2020 but was extended fo March 1, 2021
4

n inifially
s, Ulatory Reform Act of

S.L. 2020-3/Part IV, Section 4.2
Emergency Video Witnessing

Section 4.2 0f § eateda new Arficle under Chapter 108
(N ing during a sfate of el

incip
y without the requirement
direct, real fime audio and vide:

pre: principalif f dimmediately afte
th sign and remainediin d mmunication whi
e

This section expired August 1, 2020.

10/20/2020
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https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseSelect/199#Continuity%20of%20State%20Operations%20Working%20Group

S.L. 2020-3/Part IV, Section 4.3 Masks and
Hoods for the Protection of Health

» Section 4.3 of S.L. 2 -3
rohibitir tain crimir

nifiafion, ny, or
requirem anization; or when operatir
motorcycle.
This section wo xpired A 020 but was made permanent under
Section 2 of ecame éffective July 10, 2020

S.L. 2020-3/Part |V, Section 4.7 Division of
Motor Vehicles/Extend Deadlines

» Section 4.7 of S.L. 2020-3:
for five months the validity of any credential issued by
DMV that expired between March 1, 2020 and before August 1
2020.
» Waived fines, fees, and penalties associated with fa to renew
an extended credential.
» Extended the due dafe for motor vehicle taxes for extended
registrations.
» Many of the provisions in this section expired August 1, 2020.

S.L. 2020-3/Part IV, Section 4.7 Division of
Motor Vehicles/Extend Deadlines - Cont'd.

» However,S.L.
0 DMV.
> Section 3.15 of
fo extend f ths fh ity
permit, a handicapped
pires beh n March 1
rescinds E.O. 116 or issue:
MV fo waive

10/20/2020

18



10/20/2020

S.L. 2020-3/Part IV, Section 4.16
New Attorneys’ Oath

> Section 4.16 of S.L. 2020-3 permi
Court of Justice to adm

sajustice or judge of the General
ister the requi

ed oath for attorneys
remotely using a form of live video conferencing technology if:

» The individual taking the oath is personally known to the
justice or judge; or

» Provides satisfactory evidence of identity to the justice or
judge.

» This section expires December 1, 2020.

S.L. 2020-3/Part IV, Section 4.31 Public

Bodies/Remote Meetings During Declared
Emergencies

» Section 4.31
Chapter 166, General Stafutes to

, including cl
fo b

ing periods of declarations of emergen
166A-19.20, which ref
state of emergency.

"y unde
to only a gubernatorial or legislafive declara

g changes fo clarify that counties and
ommunication.
tion became five May 4, 2020 and applies throughout the
ion of a declaration of emet cy issued under G.S. 166A-19.20 in
effect on or after that date.
are permanent changes to the law but the eris the
ernatorial or legislative:

aration of state of emergency.

57
Public Law for the Public’'s Lawyers
Fall 2020 COVID-19 Update/S.L.
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Federal Legislation

» Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental
Appropriations Act (P.L. 116-123)

» Families First Coronavirus Response Act

» Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES)

» Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care
Enhancement Act

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Response to federal legislation

et and Management (OSBM) fo work with State
pt awarded pursuant fo federal legislation are in

Creates the Coronavirus Relief Reserve to maintain federal funds rect
the Coronavirus Relief Fund created under the CARES Act.

nd assistance from the cts of COVID-19. Exr
tween March 1, 2020 and December

» Establishes Local Government Coronavirus Relief Reserv:

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Section 3.3 directs OSBM on the allocation of funds:
» Health and safety equipment
Department of Public Instruction programs
Funding for higher education
Testing, contract tracing, and research and vaccine fundii
Hospital relief funds
Smaill business loan assistance

>
>
>
>
>
>

Targeted aid and assistance to State agencies

10/20/2020
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https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ123/PLAW-116publ123.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/748/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/266?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22116-139%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Health and safety equipmer

nd equipment for life safety, health, and sanitation and
se of personal protective equipment, divided between
NC Healthcare Foundation, NC Senior Living Association, NC
Health Care Facilities Association, NC Medical Society, and th
ivision of Emergency Managementin the Department of Publ
Safety.

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Department of Public Instruction programs:

» En ncy school nutrition services and innovative school me:
provided fo studentsin response to COVID-19.

Improvement of Interet. connectivity through extended reai
mobile WIFI gateway router devices in school buses and other
mobile Internet access points.

Computers or other electronic devices.

Physical and mental health support services for students in
respol o COVID-19, including remote

Supplemental summer learning program

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Department of Public Instruction program:
for public school units to provide remote instruction.

connectivity.

Grants to public school un

children.
Funding for the Govemor Morehead School for the Blind, the
for school nutrition, cleaning, sanitizing, remote learnin

resources, compensatory servi and Extended School Year
Services.

10/20/2020
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S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Funding for higher education::

» Community Colleges - to enhance online learning
exper for resources and supports for faculty and
Naglel[R:1t s Center counselors, cover expen: fc
ITdemands, and provide sanitation and oth:
for ongoing campus operations.

BOG of UNC - for increased costs for online course
implementation of digital learning accelerator, providing
sanitation and other expenses for ongoing campus operations.
and covering necessary eligible expenses for students and
employees.

BOG of UNC for the State Education Assistance Authority - for
private postsecondary institutions to transition to online
education.

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Testing, contract fraci and research and vaccine fundin

» Funding fo DHHS fo and public and priva tiatives for
certain testing, contract training and trends tracking an
analysis.

» Duke University Human Vaccine Institute.
» NC Policy Collaborator
» Brody School of Medicine..

» Campbell University School of Osteopathic Medicine.
» Wake Forest University Health Services.

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Hospital relief funds:

g to NC Healthcare Foundation (NCHF) for grants to
hospitals designated by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid
Services as critical access hospitals or non-critical access rural
hospitals.

Establish the COVID-19 Teaching Hospitals Relief Fund for grants
to hospitals classified as teaching hospitals by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Establish COVID-19 General Hospitals Relief Fund to hospi
eligible for grants from NCHF or the COVID-19 Teaching H
Relief Fund.
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S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Small business loan assistance (also Section 4.2):

» Funding to the Golden Leaf Foundation (GLF) for gran
entities for the purpose of providing emergency bridge loan
funding for small businesses adversely affected by the COVID-19
epidemic
Largely mimics the existing bridge loan program GLF provides
with non-State funds.

Priol to business establishments of 100 or fewer employees
(measured at the time of the declaration of the State of
Emergency).

The program was amended by tion 1.6 of House Bill 1105 (S.L.
2020-97) wt N d loan terms and loan pr ization and
included other technical changes:

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.

» Targeted aid and assistance to State agencies:
Food banks
iation of Free and Charitable Clini
t
Division of Social Services for serving children in foster care
Rural and underserved communities

Behavioral health and crisis services

S.L. 2020-4 2020 COVID-19
Recovery Act.
» Other Highlights:

» North Carolina Pandemic Recovery Office
ting funding.

» Medicaid coverage for COVID-19 testing for the uninsured

» Medicaid provider rate increases

10/20/2020
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Public Law for the Public's Lawyers Fall

2020 Elections-Related Legislation in
Response fo COVID-19

S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections
Act of 2020 - Highlights

S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections Act of 72
2020 — section 1(a)/Witness Requirement

» Section 1(a) of S.L. 2020-17, for the 2020 ¢ el on only, allows
mail-in ab: e of one

mployee... who makes
n marking
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S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections Act of
2020 — section 1(a)/Witness Requirement - cont'd.

Also, Section 1(a) requires the witness to sign and print the witness’
name and address on the absentee application and certificate.

Further, tt rovision allows the State Board of Elections to prepare
cations for container-return envelopes for absentee ballotsin
cordance with the requirement for only one witness.
Current law, under G.S. 163-231, requires voters voting by absentee
ballot to mark the ballot in the presence of two qualified witnesses
and those two witnesses must sign and indicate their address on the
absentee application and certificate.

Section became effective July 1, 2020 and expires December 31
202

Note: Evolving i: : concerns regarding deficient witness
information, I.e. wi did not si

S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections Act of
2020 - Section 3/Absentee Ballot Bar Code

» Section 3 of S.L. 2020-17 requires the State Board of Elections to
include on each container-return envelope for mail-in absentee
ballots a bar code or other unique identifier.

» Allowsthe voted ballot to be tracked upon return by the voter by
both:

» The county board of elections; and

» Thevo

» This provision is effective for all elections held on or after September
1, 2020.

**Note: Returning A Voted Absenfee 75
Ballot

> Return your ballot to your county board of elections. Only fh voTPr or
the voter's near relative or legal guardian may possess the
ballof to refurn it fo the board of ﬁ\ﬁchoms
In 2020, there are a few ways to return your absentee ballot:
» By mail fo your county board of elections, postmarked
dr 5 p.m. November é
» By commercial courier service (DHL, FedEx or UPS)

\ at your county board of elections office by 5 p.m.
ember 3)

n mr';;r;mmw early vofingsite in your county during voting
er 15-31)*

b allots will not be accepted at polling places on
Election Da

**This information was taken from the NC State Board of Elections
Website.
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S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections Act of 2020 —

Section 7/Online Portal for Requesting Absentee Ballots

line portal for quali
ballots and required fr

rrel orve
quired for @ valid writt

carrelative or ve

s not required fo comply with infial purc
Sblishing this online f

S.L. 2020-17 Bipartisan Elections Act of 20.

Sections 11.1-11.3 & 11A.1 & 11A.2/Elections Funding

Section 11,1 of

se of the funds appr

et Act is in
sin effect u

S.L. 2020-71 Ul/Precinct
Workers/2020 General Election

» S.L.2020-71 prevents certain payments to precinct officials and
sistants working in the 2020 general election from reducing their
mployment insurance benefits.

» The bill covers work performed during the period from September 1,
2020, until November 5, 2020.
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Public Law for the Public's Lawyers Fall
2020/Other Funding Legislation in
Response fo COVID-19

S.L. 2020-80 (H1023): Coronavirus
Relief Fund/Additions & Revisions

» Provided additional appropriations of federal coronavirus
relief funding, including modifying allocations in 2020-4:

» Group homes for individuals with intellectual or developmental
lities

» Children's Advocacy Centers of

» Small Meat Processors Assistance

» Job Retention Grai

» Domestic Violence prevention pilof program
» Plasma Games pilot program

S.L. 2020-97: Coronavirus Relief Act
3.0

» Further modifications of S.L. 2020-4:
» The Extra Credit Grant Program

» Provide nt per family that had at lecst one child
forth ral child f met qualifying reside

requirements, and either () filed @ 2019 tax return on or before
October 15th, i) i 2
f

eturn beca
or a grant ol

10/20/2020
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S.L. 2020-97: Coronavirus Relief Act
3.0

Part II: Disaster Recovery

» Creates the Earthquake Disaster Recovery Reserve and Earthq
overy Fund

Provides funding for earthquake relief and recovery efforts in
Alleghany County and elsewhere.
Provides State match for ongoingrelief and recovery efforts for
Hurricanes Florence, Matthew, and Dorian.
Provided funding fo the Town of Bladenboro to repair public
buildings damaged by Hurricane Florence.
Reallocates and appropriates from the cash balance of State
Emergency Response and Disaster Relief Fund to the Department of
Public Safety to provide State match for Hurricane Isaias.

S.L. 2020-97: Coronavirus Relief Act
3.0

Part Ill: Other Revisions of Law.

» Permits virfual charter schools fo increase enroliment.

» Expands the authority for the UNC System to designate legal
counsel, including private counsel outside the Attorney G
Office, for representation.

» Provides flexibility for certain child-care licensi
(i) authorizing u: ommunity-based organizations (CBOs), (ii)
clarifying the cooperative arrangements exemption under the
defini of child care, and (iii) requiring CBOs to comply with
the sanitation requirements for licensed child-care facil

Again, a most sincere thank you to all of
the staff of the Legislative Analysis
Division and Legislatfive Drafting Division
whose work is feafured in this
presentation.
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Thank you all!

» Additionalinformation and summaries on any of these Session Laws
can be found at:

> - wew B st

¢ P — _

AschL NOTE
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https://www.ncleg.gov/Legislation
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/

