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Zoning Ordinance = Map + Text

Zoning…Use
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Development Standards 

Raleigh Unified Dev. Ordinance, Adopted Feb. 18, 2013

Approvals

• Legislative Approvals 
– Rezoning/Conditional Zoning 

– Development Agreement

• Quasi-Judicial Approvals 
– Special Use Permit

– Certificate of Appropriateness

– Variance 
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Approvals

• Administrative Approvals 
– Site Plan Approval

– Zoning Compliance Permit

– Home Occupancy Permit 

– Temporary Use Permit 
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STRs are subject 
to limits on 
residential 

inspections, 
permitting, and 

registration 

S.L. 2019-73 (S.B. 483)

Properties subject to the Vacation Rental Act are subject to 
the limitations on periodic inspections and rental-permitting 
requirements in G.S. 160A-424 and 153A-36
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Vacation Rental Act, G.S. 42A

vacation rental: “[t]he rental of residential property for 
vacation, leisure, or recreation purposes for fewer than 90 
days by a person who has a place of permanent residence 
to which he or she intends to return.” 

residential property: “[a]n apartment, condominium, single-
family home, townhouse, cottage, or other property that is 
devoted to residential use or occupancy by one or more 
persons for a definite or indefinite period.”

Residential Rental Property Inspections, 
Permits, and Registration
• Arose from inspections and registration for rental 

properties

• Focused on housing code regulation and enforcement

• Chapter 160D recodifies to Article 12 (Housing Code); 
clarifying language to limit to building permits and housing 
permits
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Periodic Inspections (160A-424 and 153A-364)

• Limited authority for periodic inspections of residential 
property
– when reasonable cause to do so, may make periodic 

inspections “for unsafe, unsanitary, or otherwise hazardous and 
unlawful conditions” 

– in accordance with the fire-prevention code 

– in accordance with specific requirements for periodic 
inspections in designated blighted areas

Permitting and fees (160A-424 and 153A-364)

• may not require registration of rental property with the 
local government or obtain a permit or permission to lease 
or rent residential property 

• may not require enrollment in a governmental program in 
order to obtain a certificate of occupancy

• may not levy a tax or fee that is not also levied against 
other commercial and residential properties
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Permitting and fees (160A-424 and 153A-364)

• may not make a violation of a rental-registration ordinance 
punishable as a criminal offense, and

• may not require an owner or manager of rental residential 
property to submit to an inspection before receiving a 
utility service from the local government.

Plainly some new limits 

. . . but zoning remains
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More Detail

• Adam Lovelady & David Owens, 2019 North Carolina 
Legislation Related to Planning and Development 
Regulation, P&Z Law Bulletin No. 28, September 2019

• Rebecca Badgett, “Regulation of Short-Term Rentals and 
the Effect of S.L. 2019-73,” Coates’ Canons blog, 
September 9, 2019

• Tyler Mulligan, Residential Rental Property Inspections, 
Permits, and Registration: Changes for 2017, CED 
Bulletin No. 9, Mar. 2017)
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Define a land use 

Limit to certain zoning districts
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Establish development standards

Require a permit
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