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Source: 2010 US Census and ACS 2015-2019 5-Year Estimates
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Race and Ethnicity
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Race and Ethnicity

Looking especially at the county level



Source: 2010 US Census and 2019 Annual Population County Estimates
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Census 2020













Graphic from Census.gov
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Redistricting
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Redistricting

Does your Board/Commission need to redistrict?

• Does your jurisdiction use true election districts?
• Are you within the permissible deviation range? (more on 

this later)
• What is the likelihood of this being the case?

• Extremely low
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Redistricting

Who draws the new districts?

The governing body for the local government.  

By statute:
The Board of County Commissioners (NCGS 153A-22) 
The Board of Education (NCGS 115C-37(i)) 
The City Council (NCGS 160A-23.1)
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Redistricting

What does this look like in practice?

• In many instances, governing bodies will engage a 
consultant to assist with the process

• This will generally be a lawyer and/or a demographer
• In some jurisdictions, the local GIS department or 

other staff members may lead effort
• Access to specialized mapping software is critical 
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Redistricting

What data is needed in order to redistrict? 

• Census data
• Data/files for current district lines
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Redistricting

Why do you need current district data if you’re 
engaging in redistricting? 

• Determine whether you must redistrict (you 
probably do)

• In other words, are your districts unlawful due to 
population imbalances? 

• 2 rules:
10% and +/- 5% rule
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Redistricting

How long does the process take? 

• Plan for a several month process, with a minimum of 3-4 public meetings 

• It depends on several factors, including but not limited to:
• Your regular meeting schedule

• Your willingness to call special meetings 

• Whether you staff the process in-house vs. hire a consultant 

• Whether your jurisdiction coordinates with another jurisdiction (i.e., a board of 
county commissioners and board of education choose to use the same districts)

• The number of draft plans you request 

• The type and amount of public input you receive 
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Redistricting

What happens after a finding is made that your 
districts need to be redrawn?

• Decide your guiding criteria
• Contiguity 

• Recognizing communities of interest (i.e., precincts, municipal boundaries, 
physical features like roads and waterways, and/or other historical, cultural, or 
economic community)

• Compactness

• Preserving the core of existing districts 

• Avoiding pairing incumbents (known as “double bunking” to promote stability)
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Redistricting

What happens next? 

• Your consultant will take your existing districts, the new census 
data, and your criteria, and draw some number of redistricting 
plans. 

• Legal review to make sure they are compliant with law and 
criteria

• Public hearing to present/discuss those plans
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Redistricting

What happens next? 
• Expect maps to be presented from members of the community

• Your team will have to determine how plans will be accepted, including 
any specified submittal processes, file formats, explanatory text, etc.
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Redistricting

How does the Board/Commission select a plan? 
• There is no specific guidance in the statutes 

• In practice, the Board/Commission will discuss the various plans with the 
consultant or staff 

• It may quickly reach consensus or a single plan, or ask the consultant to 
make adjustments

• At some point, the Board/Commission typically will vote to move forward 
with a particular plan and schedule a public hearing to receive input from 
the public 
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Redistricting

•A note on the Open Meetings Law and the Public Records 
Act:
• The Open Meetings Law applies to redistricting just as to 

other governmental functions 
• Likewise, the Public Records Act will apply to your 

redistricting work
• Assume that all documents created during the redistricting 

process would be subject to a Public Records Request



www.poynerspruill.com 

Redistricting

More on public hearings
• Note—technically, public hearing are not required but are strongly 

recommended 

• It should be well publicized. The plan under consideration should be 
made available to the public before the meeting and at the meeting 

• Members of the public should be invited to address the 
Board/Commission regarding the plan(s) under consideration and other 
topics relevant to the redistricting process

• Once the hearing is closed, the Board can engage in further discussion 
regarding the feedback it has received 
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Redistricting

How is a plan adopted?

• It will be put into words through a resolution 

• The Board/Commission may discuss the resolution and then 
vote to adopt it by majority vote just as other matters and 
resolutions are adopted. 

• It will then need to be sent to the county board of election and 
likely the NC Secretary of State, Register of Deeds, NC Register, 
etc.
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Redistricting

Then, congratulations!  You are finished with local 
redistricting for the decade!









2010 Total population = 52,217

Five districts, so ideal district population 

is total population divided by five.

52,217 ÷ 5 ≈ 10,443
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Now, using population estimates from 

the end of the decade…



~2018 Total population = 60,399

Five districts, so ideal district population 

is total population divided by five.

60,399 ÷ 5 ≈ 12,080
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Showing demographic data based on 2010 census by blocks.







Questions?

• Caroline Mackie, cmackie@poynerspruill.com

• Blake Esselstyn, blake@mapfigure.com

• Local Redistricting Service, LRS@ncredistrict.com
• www.ncredistrict.org/lrs


