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Unintentional Contamination

• 1987 Rainbow Family

• Nantahala National 
Forest (NC)

• Shigella

• 2003 Jam Band

• Multiple States

• Hepatitis A



Intentional Contamination



Planning

• Start early

• Establish lead 
agency

• ICS

• Training

• Communicate, 
communicate, 
communicate



Challenges
• Exposure to outdoor 

environment

• Lack of handwashing

• Temperature control

• Food Disposal



Challenges

• Mobile water/waste 
facilities

• Limited space, 
cramped quarters

• Food preparation 
occurring outside 
normal business 
hours

• Multiple food prep 
and serving sites

• Staff safety
• The unexpected





Announcement

• On November 3, 2016 it was announced that the 
Tryon International Equestrian Center “TIEC” 
would be the host for the 2018 World Equestrian 
Games. “WEG”

• Host locations usually have about 4 years to plan 
for the event. Because Canada declined to host the 
games it left only 18 months to prepare for the 
event.



Expectations

• 500,000 people were expected over 2 weeks of 
competition.

• In the past, 71 different countries have 
participated in the games.



Hurricane Florence

• As Florence was predicted to make a significant impact to the 
Eastern Counties, resources and manpower were pulled from 
the games.

• On September the 14th many EH Specialists, PHP&R staff, State 
PH staff were called back to their counties to prepare for the 
hurricane.

• The staff that stayed behind were able to complete daily 
inspections to ensure that all athletes, spectators and staff 
were safe.



Public Health

• There were 37 public health personnel working the games.

• They had over 1188 field hours over the 13 days.

• They documented over 57,000 meals served.

• Over 225 surveillance visits.

• Many NC counties and state agencies provided assistance 
through the event. From providing resources, staff and 
working as part of the incident management team.




