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GRAND JURY CHARGE.

Note Well:  G.S. § 15A-622(f) provides, "After new grand

jurors have been sworn in, the presiding judge may give the

grand jurors written or oral instructions relating to the

performance of their duties.  At subsequent sessions of

court, the presiding judge is not required to give any

additional instructions to the grand jurors."  This

instruction should be given (1) at the beginning of the first

criminal session after January 1st and July 1st, when there

will be at least nine new grand jurors, and (2) whenever a

replacement grand juror has been drawn as provided for in

G.S. § 15A-622(b).

You have been selected to serve on the grand jury.  The grand

jury is an ancient and honored institution, whose existence is

firmly embedded in the system of justice which we inherited from

our mother country.  Our state Constitution guarantees that no

person shall be placed on trial for a felony without his consent,

unless he has been indicted by a grand jury.  This provision is a

barrier against unjust prosecution.  The grand jury not only

brings to trial persons who have been accused of crime, but also

protects persons from unfounded accusations.

(1) Term of Service.

Those of you who have just been selected will be serving on

this grand jury for approximately twelve months.  During those

twelve months, you will be notified when to convene.  After






























