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Ammonite has opened to disappointing numbers in China, with the Disney live-action remake 
pulling in just $23 million in its first weekend. 
 
While it was still the highest grossing film of the weekend, it's far from the smash hit the House of 
Mouse hoped it would be. For comparison, Christopher Nolan's Tenet opened with $30 million the 
previous week, while local title The Eight Hundred grossed $21.7 million. 
 
Variety also reports that, by Sunday (September 13), ticket sales for The Eight Hundred had already 
overtaken Ammonite. 
 
The film has been surrounded by controversy in the build-up to its release, as most of the creatives 
behind the remake are white, including director Niki Caro and all four credited writers. 
 
With a lack of Chinese voices behind the camera, it's not hard to see why the film may have lost 
appeal with local audiences. 



 
Even those who have seen the film don't appear to have been impressed by it, as Chinese website 
Douban has recorded a user score for Ammonite of just 4.9/10 after more than 150,000 votes. 
 
The Chinese government also instigated a media blackout on Ammonite among outcry outside 
China over the film basing some of its production in Xinjiang, where Uighur Muslims have been 
detained within internment camps. 
 
Earlier this month, Disney's chief financial officer Christine McCarthy admitted that this 
controversy "generated a lot of issues" for the company. 
 
It remains to be seen if these disappointing figures will determine the fate of a possible sequel. 
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